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STUNNING SEB KEEPS HIS FERRARI IN THE TITLE HUNT 
 

o First Mexico pole is German’s 50th 

o Verstappen courts controversy again 

o Hamilton to use crowd’s energy to boost title drive 

 

 

Mexico City, Mex. – Saturday’s one-hour qualifying session for the Mexican Grand 

Prix matched and then surpassed everyone’s expectations as Sebastian Vettel 

claimed a stunning first pole for Ferrari since the race returned to the Autódromo 

Hermanos Rodríguez. 

 

The 50th pole position of the 30-year-old German’s career is the perfect platform to 

keep his title chase alive, even though he starts 66 points behind Mercedes’ Lewis 

Hamilton, who will be behind him on the starting grid. 

 

For most of the third and final qualifying segment it seemed certain that Red Bull’s 

Max Verstappen would write his name into history as F1’s youngest-ever pole-winner 

with a time of 1 minute 16.574 seconds. 

 

But Vettel produced a brilliant last run to clock 1:16.488, a full 2.3 seconds below last 

year’s Mexican pole, claiming his own first pole since Monza in round 13 and his 

fourth of the season.  

 

‘It’s very difficult here, it’s very slippery, so it’s difficult to get everything in one lap,’ 

said an elated Vettel. ‘I had a bit of a wobble in Turn 6 and had to go down to first 

gear, but I knew in the last sector if I could keep it clean then it should be enough.’  

 

Verstappen will be on the front row, if the stewards do not penalize him for allegedly 

impeding Mercedes’ Valtteri Bottas, with Bottas and Hamilton on the second row – 



 

 

the first time the Englishman has not started the Mexican race from first or second on 

the grid. 

 

‘There’s a long way to Turn 1,’ smiled Hamilton, who need finish only fifth to clinch 

the title, ‘so we should have some fun tomorrow. 

 

‘If you’ve seen the crowd today, it’s such a spectacle from above. I saw the camera 

from the helicopter, it looks incredible. There’s a lot of energy in the crowd so yeah, 

to do it on Mexican soil would be pretty neat.’ 

 

Local hero Sergio Pérez starts from 10th place, four behind Force India teammate 

Esteban Ocon. 

 

 

#MexicoGP #F1ESTA 

 
 

For more information follow us at our social media: 

 

@Mexicogp Mexicogp 

MexicoGP MexicoGP 
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About the FORMULA 1 GRAN PREMIO DE MÉXICO™: 
 
In 2015, the pinnacle of motorsport returned Mexico after a 23 year absence and quickly became the 

go-to sporting event within Mexico. With a contract from 2015 to 2019, the newly renovated , world-

class Autodromo Hermanos Rodríguez plays host to the return of F1ESTA to the country. In its first 

two editions (2015 and 2016), more than 375,000 fans attended the race, making Mexico the second 

best attended Grand Prix worldwide (after Great Britain). To date, the FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIX OF 

MEXICO ™ has generated more than 22,000 jobs and has achieved an economic impact of 1,119 

MDD (24.841 billion pesos). 

 

For more information on FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIX OF MEXICO ™ visit: http://www.mexicogp.mx/  

 

About Formula 1® 

Formula 1® racing began in 1950 and is the world's most prestigious motor racing competition, as well 

as the world's most popular annual sporting series. In 2016 it was watched by 400 million unique 

television viewers from over 200 territories. The 2017 FIA Formula One World Championship™ runs 

from March to November and spans 20 races in 20 countries across five continents. Formula One 

World Championship Limited is part of Formula 1, and holds the exclusive commercial rights to the 

FIA Formula One World Championship™. 

 

Formula 1 is a subsidiary of Liberty Media Corporation (NASDAQ: LSXMA, LSXMB, LSXMK, BATRA, 

BATRK, FWONA, FWONK) attributed to the Formula One Group tracking stock. 

 

The F1 FORMULA 1 logo, FORMULA 1, F1, FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, GRAND 

PRIX and related marks are trade marks of Formula One Licensing BV, a Formula 1 company. All 

rights reserved. 
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